
Issue 21 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Community magazine for Furneux Pelham & 

Stocking Pelham 

 

 
 

Delivered free to all households in Furneux Pelham & Stocking Pelham 



 

2 

WELCOME TO THE TWENTY-FIRST EDITION 

 

For a month when traditionally not much happens, the last one seems 

to have seen lots of activity, much of which is reported within. In 

addition, work has started on replacing the roof on Furneux Pelham 

Church, the stolen postbox at East End crossroads has been replaced 

and a new on-demand bus service – ‘HertsLynx’ – linking our two 

villages (and many others) with the towns of Stortford, Buntingford, 

Royston and Stevenage will be introduced on 19th September.  Details 

were sketchy at the time of writing, but we’ll do an update next month. 

 

Following (sort of) this month’s cover, were you at the new Furneux 

Pelham School when it opened? What do you remember? We’ll print 

anything we receive next month. 

 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Cover story 

 

The current school in Furneux Pelham was opened officially in 1974 by 
Dr Robert Runcie, then Bishop of St Albans and later to become the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. For some years, the future of the old 
Victorian school building (built in 1872) was in doubt, some in the 
village even suggesting it should be demolished. But in 1980, after 
being on the market for nearly two years, it was sold with outline 
planning permission for conversion to a private house. To mark the 
occasion, headteacher Kate Jones organised a ‘Victorian Day’. She 
encouraged the children to wear Victorian dress, and gave suggestions 
to parents on how achieve an ‘authentic look without being put to any 
unnecessary expense’. The cover shows the children posed in front of 
the old school on Victorian Day, May 14th 1980.  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Thank you……. 

The relatives of Lorna Taylor, who resides at The Square, Whitebarns, 

Furneux Pelham, would like to say a huge thank you to her friends and 

neighbours for their support and kindness following her return home after 

an accident requiring a replacement hip. 

Lorna’s sister Ursula, Ursula’s daughter Jane and Jane’s husband Michael 

have been overwhelmed by the community spirit at Whitebarns. 

The Family 

 

LAVENGRO OPEN GARDEN 

On behalf of the church, Jill Nelmes and I would like to say a big 
thank you to everyone who came to Lavengro’s open garden in 

July, hosted by Jill and Robert. It was a very enjoyable 
afternoon, and it raised a wonderful £223.50 for the church roof 

fund.  

Janet Birch 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council accepts gift of field 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council is delighted to accept the generous gift of a 

field from a number of local residents. The field, of just under three acres, is on 

the left-hand side of the road going from the village just before the junction 

with the Stocking Pelham to Albury road. 

The gift comes with conditions, requiring the Parish Council to maintain 

ownership for at least twenty-one years and to only use the field for certain 

specified purposes: the amenity of residents, agriculture or grazing. Should the 

Parish Council decide to lease the land, these conditions will continue to 

legally apply. 

Possible uses of the land will be initially discussed by Councillors at the next 

meeting on September 2nd and, no doubt, over the coming months.  We would 

be very grateful to receive ideas from residents – particularly those who so 

generously contributed to the gift – on how the field could be used. Please 

email your thoughts to the Parish Clerk at info@furneuxpelham.org.uk. Thank 

you. 

Stephen Bratt – Chair 

mailto:info@furneuxpelham.org.uk
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What are we doing? 

What's happening to our lovely land, 
I'm sure this wasn't what God planned, 
Solar farms where we can't grow, 
the food we need from the seeds we sow. 
 

A concrete drive instead of a garden, 
we are all guilty, so begging your pardon, 
concrete jungles everywhere, 
springing up, well I just despair!!! 
 

What about the birds? and how about the bees? 
we are chopping down too many trees, 
where will the deer go? and all the foxes, 
perhaps they could live in cardboard boxes!!! 
 

All God’s creatures great and small, 
and all humans short and tall, 
side by side, hand in hand, 
we all need to share this land. 
 

But humans are greedy, we take so much, 
from this overcrowded planet, 
and we breed too much, 
animals get pushed to an ever-smaller place, 
as we move in and grab their space. 
 

Margaret Palmer 
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TABLE TENNIS AT FURNEUX PELHAM VILLAGE HALL 
Table tennis is once again taking place in the village hall at Furneux Pelham. 

It takes place on Friday mornings from 11.30 till 1.30pm and during the 

evening on Tuesdays 7.30pm till 9.30pm. There are two tables, and everyone 

is welcome to come along and play, all levels of skill are welcome. The only 

requirement is that you have had both the Covid jabs. 

If you are not sure about it, do come along and give it a try. I for one, when I 

started to play here had only played with my children occasionally, so I had 

plenty to learn! It is great fun, and we are a relaxed group, and a lot of 

laughter happens which is great. At the moment we do not have a coach. The 

day session is £2 per person and the evening £2.50 payable in cash at each 

session. 

So do come along and join in the fun. For more details, please contact me by 

phone on 01279 777 328 or email janet@thebirches.net  

Janet Birch  

mailto:janet@thebirches.net
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 

St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Sunday 5th September Trinity 14 

9.30 am BCP Holy Communion    Furneux Pelham 

11.15 am All Age Holy Communion   Braughing 

Sunday 12th September Trinity 15 

10.00 am Family Morning Worship   Braughing 

11.15 am Holy Communion    Furneux Pelham 

Sunday 19th September Trinity 16 

9.30 am Café Church      Furneux Pelham 

11.15 am Holy Communion     Braughing 

Sunday 26th September Trinity 17 

9.30 am Holy Communion    Braughing 

11.15 am Family Morning Worship with  Furneux Pelham 

  Baptism and HARVEST THANKSGIVING 

Additionally, every Wednesday morning at 9.30 am at St Mary’s, Braughing 
there is a quiet Holy Communion service.  

For enquiries regarding Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals, please contact the 

Rector.  

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwarden: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – in the absence of  

Churchwardens, please contact either Chris Stead (01279) 778001 or  

Mark Haverson (01279) 777789 

For latest information about the churches please go to our websites - A 

Church Near You: 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/ 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/  

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, Rector   vicar@braughing.org.uk   (01920) 823531 

  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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Stocking Pelham Cricket Club earn glorious draw  

at Little Hallingbury 
And so to Little Hallingbury on 22nd August, a ground with the most 

unobtrusive entrance, so easy to drive past. Is this a general requirement for 

cricket pitches? The same is true at Thorley, Little Hadham, Chrishall, and er.. 

Stocking Pelham. Anyway, we were seriously late in that both Tom Reeve and 

Kelvin Whitfield were not only there already, but also in their kit and ready 

for action. The other team members were in the nets, all of which 

demonstrates how the team has upped its preparation for the game recently, 

with an unbeaten season record to defend. This week, SPCC were augmented 

by three guests, Wasim (who I think was making his debut) together with 

Omraiz and Akbar, who have played before, everyone under the captaincy of 

John Albon.  

LHCC proposed a timed game, rather than fixed overs, as is their right as the 

hosts, and John Albon and Omraiz went in to bat, facing opening bowler 

Maria Stedman. If she gets much better, we’ll see her soon in the Women’s 

Hundred, by which time she’ll hopefully have bigger ambitions than bowling 

at Stocking Pelham’s batters.  John put on forty runs before being run out, but 

by now Omraiz was batting imperiously, surviving an enthusiastic appeal for a 

caught behind which failed to move the unperturbable umpire, Ali Bratt, 

provoking a degree of muttering about his eyesight in the pavilion (amongst 

people who were 60 yards further than him from the action). Omraiz 

sportingly retired on 82, within sight of a century, to give the fielders a rest 

from chasing the ball and everybody else on our side a go at batting. All of the 

SPCC batsmen got started, with contributions from Colin Berthoud (9), Mike 

Thorpe (31), Clark Baxter (32) and an unbeaten 57 from Akbar. By the end of 

their two hours’ batting time, SPCC had amassed 262 runs off 38 overs, 

causing both Mike and John to engage in higher mathematics to see where 

this left them both in the season’s batting cup race. One is, I understand, six 

runs ahead of the other, but I can’t for now remember which.  

With a very fast outfield, the score was perhaps less of a challenge than might 

otherwise be imagined and LHCC set off at a good pace, aided by Ali’s no-ball 

and four to the legside boundary off his first delivery. Sixty-four runs had 

been conceded off seven overs when Akbar took a sharp caught and bowled 

to remove one of the openers. At the other end, two catches went down in 
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the covers, but when Clark replaced Akbar, he was soon to get among the 

wickets. With the score on 102, Clark bowled a delivery reminiscent of Shane 

Warne’s to Gatting, bamboozling the batsman and removing a bail. With his 

next ball he had the new batsman caught behind. It was not to be a hat trick, 

but soon afterwards came the champagne moment of the match as the ball 

was hit like an Exocet at Tom Wood barely twenty yards from the bat. Tom 

took a stinging catch, half on his knees, a fantastic reflex reaction for a man of 

his height.  

Shortly afterwards, the final twenty overs of the match were announced and 

LHCC decided that they were not going to attempt to win, but instead 

attempt not to lose. Your correspondent may have missed some of the 

ensuing “action” as John and Clark shared a dozen overs, both looking likely 

to take wickets at any moment as the batsmen made little effort to score. The 

only highlight – from both team’s perspectives - was an attractive innings of 

26 by the young LHCC batsman Nabil, which I understand is a personal best, 

and his eventual dismissal caught Clark bowled John. In the dying overs, the 

skipper brought on Kelvin, Tom Reeve and Mike to deliver the coup de grȃce, 

but none could take the last five wickets needed for victory. So the match was 

drawn, by the timed game rules we were playing. Never mind! The unbeaten 

record is preserved for another week, LHCC provided generous hospitality, 

courtesy of their very cold fridge, and both teams watched the sun go down 

and listened to the Ryanair planes pass overhead. The end of the season 

looms, with Manuden scheduled for the last game on September 7th.  
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PROTECT THE PELHAMS 
 

Thank you for your continued support of ‘Protect the Pelhams’ (PTP) we are 

concerned residents who, aim to help the community to object to the safety, 

environmental and visual impact of the proliferation of proposed solar facilities 

in Stocking, Furneux and Brent Pelham, and surrounding villages.  

We can be more effective with your help, the more we can empower 

individuals to object and write letters, the louder our voice will be and the more 

the local authorities will understand the strength of the local objection.  

Meeting on 19th July 

A public meeting on 19th July was attended by 140 locals.  Professor Henri 

Masson, an Energy & Environment expert, spoke about sustainable energy, 

the grim realities of solar farm developments, outlined the risks of spontaneous 

combustion of the Lithium Batteries and the disposal of used solar panels into 

landfill.  A Q&A followed.  

Geoff Williamson of East Herts Council, (EHC) provided some welcome input.  

A Thaxted Councillor described the hideous reality of the developments with 

serious detrimental impact on the Thaxted community. She and a campaigner 

against the Wickham Farm Solar Farm reiterated the need for urgent action as 

the applications are numerous and consultation period alarmingly short. 

Meeting on 5th August 

Berden Parish Council invited residents and Councillors from 11 local villages 

affected by ALL the developments. It was a great meeting, we left with a 

shared mission to galvanise everyone to protect our communities and 

campaign against future solar planning applications. A Steering Committee 

was established to continue with this and campaign at a broader level. 

Geoff Williamson (EHC) stated the Planning Department would not determine 

such applications independently but would instead consider the cumulative 

impact of future developments, which is great news. 

Richard Haynes of the Essex Council for the Protection of Rural England 

(CPRE) confirmed that his charity object to Solar Farms in principle on 

landscape and planning terms, including the Greens Farm Battery Facility 

application.   

A spokesperson for ‘Stop Battles Farm’ campaign reminded us of the need to 

aim for net zero target for emissions by 2050, but that energy from Solar 

Factories is not only hugely inefficient, but panels become more inefficient as 

they age, many are manufactured in countries that use slave labour and 

cannot be recycled so end up in landfill.   
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A member of Thaxted Parish Council warned us that the sugar-coated promise 

of substantial funds for local initiatives from the developers was utterly 

meaningless. 

Once the Thaxted developers secured planning consent from Uttlesford 

District Council, the leasehold for the development was sold to another 

company, resulting in DESECRATION OF THE COUNTRYSIDE and NO 

COMMUNITY GAIN. 

Have you heard about the Tesla factory in Australia? A lithium battery fire 

blazed for 4 days until bought under control, firemen are on standby in case it 

reignites. 

Leafletting 

Members of PTP distributed a flyer to residents of Bishops Stortford, 

encouraging them to object to the Greens Farm Battery Application in Furneux 

Pelham. 

Planning Applications Update 

At the time that this article was written (mid-August) the current planning 

situation was as follows: 

Greens Farm Battery Facility – 218 objections were received by  

12th August. 

Solar Energy Scheme on Green Lane, Berden – see below. 

Crabbs Green Battery Unit – not yet submitted. 

Pelham Spring Solar Farm - Low Carbon (the developer) held a Community 

Consultation in Manuden Village Hall on 2nd August, a screening planning 

application is anticipated soon. 

Violets Lane Solar Farm - screening application under consideration, this 

submission has been removed from the EHC planning portal. 

Wickham Hall Solar Farm – screening planning application anticipated. 

How you can help, please: 

1. Please view the screening application to Uttlesford District Council (UDC) 

for a "Solar Energy Scheme on land adjacent to Pelham Substation, Green 

Lane, Berden" (168 acres), you cannot object yet.  

Link:https://publicaccess.uttlesford.gov.uk/

online-

applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=

QVK5NIQN01O00&activeTab=summary 

2. Please write to the Uttlesford MP to object to the above. 

Contact: Kemi Badenoch MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A0AA. 

kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

https://publicaccess.uttlesford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QVK5NIQN01O00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.uttlesford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QVK5NIQN01O00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.uttlesford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QVK5NIQN01O00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.uttlesford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QVK5NIQN01O00&activeTab=summary
mailto:kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk
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3. Please write to UDC to object. 

Contact: Cllr Janice Loughlin for the Start Valley/Berden Ward, c/o Uttlesford 

District Council, Council Offices, London Road, Saffron Walden, Essex, 

CB114ER. cllrloughlin@uttlesford.gov.uk 

4. Attend our “Letter Writing Workshop” (TBA) if you would like us to help you. 

5. Email us at protectthepelhams@outlook.com to be added to our email list. 

6. Follow our ‘Protect the Pelhams’ Facebook page. 

7. Read our articles in the monthly Pelhams magazine. 

8. Complete a survey (due shortly) to give your views on the solar proposals – 

in a survey by Berden Parish Council 85% were opposed. 

9. Come along to the meeting on Monday 6th September at 7.30pm at  

St Mary's Church, Furneux Pelham (rescheduled from 23rd August). 

10. Pass this information on to anyone who is interested. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Help required - St Mary’s Church, Furneux Pelham 

BRASS AND SILVER CLEANER required. One hour every six weeks – at a time 
to suit – two friends could do this small task together. 

LINEN LAUNDRY person required. To collect white linen once every two 
months – at a time to suit - launder and return. Mostly small white linen 
cloths used for communion. Occasional altar tablecloth - approximately once 
every 6 months. 

Please contact Rev’d Julie Gawthrope if you can help 01920 823531 or 
vicar@braughing.org.uk  

mailto:cllrloughlin@uttlesford.gov.uk
mailto:protectthepelhams@outlook.com
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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Shopping in Furneux Pelham 
 
The villagers of Furneux Pelham were well served by shops in the past. 
 
At his death in 1725, John Nottage was recorded as a butcher and the 
butcher’s shop was based on the school side of the White Lion Inn 
opposite the church. For most of the 1800s both the Inn and the butchers 
were run by several generations of the Uncle family. The shop stopped 
trading when the Inn was closed in 1905. 
  
Just across The Causeway in the Well House was a general shop, run 
by William Rayment in the 1750s and later by his widow Sarah. In about 
1830 this was run by William Mumford and records show that it was a 
grocers, drapers and bakers. It also had a licence to sell liquor. William 
Mumford was a prominent member of the congregational church in 
Clavering, as were many other people ‘in trade’. The shop was taken 
over by the Berry family in the 1890s and either leased or operated by 
themselves until after the Second World War. The main shop entrance 
was on the Street, facing the piece of open land where the well was 
situated that gave the house its name. 
 

There were at least two shops in 
Barleycroft End. That now known as The 
Old Post Office was run by the Bayford 
family in the nineteenth century; at least 
two generations of Bayfords also made 
and sold confectionery. It then passed 
through marriage to the Barker family 
until about 1970, by which it had become 
a general store as well as a post office. In 
the 1960s, the life of a village 
postmistress – using Mrs Barker as an 

example – was profiled in the national press accompanied by a small 
cartoon. 
 
The other shop in Barleycroft End was at The Stores, next to the Village 
Hall. This was originally the home of a shoemaker but became a general 
shop soon after 1900, initially run by John Rule, and taken over in 1911 
by George Higgins.  After his retirement it was run by his son Bill, still 
remembered by some long-established village families.  
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There were also three shops on the Albury Road. One was a grocery in 
the property now known as Clay Chimneys House, which was originally 
two properties with the shop being at the southern end. It was run by 
Thomas Cakebread from about 1871 until his death in 1896. It was then 
taken over by his housekeeper Mary Crofts. Mrs Crofts continued to run 
the shop throughout the First World War. She died in 1922. Her daughter 
Edith took over the shop until her death in 1941 when we think it closed. 
 
On the other side of the road at the two thatched cottages known as No 
3 and No 4 Clay Chimneys, there was a tobacconist in No 3 run by Ada 
Brett during the 1940s and possibly longer. Ada Brett was also a 
seamstress and was still dressmaking in the 1960s. 
 
From about 1850 there was another grocer’s shop at the crossroads in 
The Wash, on the site of what is now Frog Hollow. This property - then 
called Pilgrims - was first run by George and Biddy Saville and taken on 
by Sarah Bowman in about 1870 after the death of her husband Thomas, 
the farming bailiff at Hixham Hall. She died in 1886 and the business was 
then continued by her daughter Martha, who ran it until at least 1902. 
 
In the years around the Second World War, there was a tea shop 
opposite the entrance to Patient End Farm, in a cottage then called 
‘Braemar’ which burned down in 1952, and a lock -up kiosk selling 
sweets on the roadside by Cranston Cottage, run by a Mrs Halley. How 
she obtained sugar for sweets at a time when it was heavily rationed is 
unknown. 
 
There must surely have been a shop or shops in Stocking Pelham in 
years gone by. We are only aware of a sweet shop in Ginns Road, run 
by Mrs Jeffries and her daughter. We’ve also heard the name Mrs 
Yelding associated with this. If anyone can add any more information, 
however small, we’d be very grateful. Thank you. 
 
Furneux Pelham History Group 
 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
The next Parish Council meeting will be in person at the Village Hall on 2nd 

September at 7 pm. Remember - meetings are open to all village residents.  

Further information is available on the Parish Council website: 

www.furneuxpelham.org.uk 

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
It has been suggested to me that I sometimes stray from what I’m meant to 

be writing about in these pages, and that I should stick to matters 

horticultural. 

To that end I have resolved, this month, to answer some of the most pressing 

problems that perplex Pelham gardeners. 

So here, in no particular order, are some of your trickiest queries, and my 

attempted solutions. 

Why won’t my seeds germinate? 

Answer me truthfully, how long have you had them in that charming but now 

very dusty little container marked ‘Seeds’ which is on the back shelf in the 

potting shed?  It is possible that if they are as old as the jar of juniper berries 

in the kitchen, they may be just past it.  Or now you have sown them it might 

be too hot or too cold or too wet or too dry or too light or too dark.   You may 

have the wrong compost or the wrong pots.  It might be the wrong phase of 

the moon…..My preferred method is to sow them carefully with one hand 

while using the other to cradle a small glass of something pleasant.  With that 

method, unless you are trying to grow something like meconopsis, some will 

eventually germinate and you won’t care anyway. 

How do I safeguard my lovingly tended salad plants from whatever is eating 

them? 

In order to decide which deterrent to use you need to know what you are 

fighting.  A hand grenade might deter a muntjac, but probably a snail 

wouldn’t care unless it were a direct hit. So, is it slugs or pigeons or muntjac 

or pheasants, to name but a few of the annoyingly destructive creatures that 

prowl around after dark?    I suggest donning full camouflage and lying in wait 

one warm evening.   It is important to choose a warm evening because it can 

be cold and damp hiding behind the potting shed in the dark to see who 

appears.    Or you could invest in a night camera which will capture images of 

whatever passes by, e.g. the unruly hairy hound, next door’s cat, or a large 

and horrible blurry thing on its way to the compost heap….oh no, sorry, I 

think that is an out of focus husband.  So you’ll be none the wiser but will feel 

better for having tried to take action. 
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Why do slugs exist? 

They are a devilishly clever biological control agent, with the express purpose 

of halting the spread of hostas. 

Why do I always lose my secateurs? 

This is because you always put them in the bucket with the dead headings 

and weeds and then forget they are there, even after you empty them into 

the brown bin or compost heap.  There is no remedy because you do it every 

time, telling yourself you’ll remember this time.   You just never learn.  I can’t 

help you on this one. 

Good luck!   And see you next month… 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent 

Stocking Pelham Parish Council – July meeting 
A brief summary of the SPPC meeting in July follows. The full minutes can be 

seen on the Council website once approved.  

All Councillors were present plus Clerk Riikka Berthoud, District Cllr Geoffrey 

Williamson and two members of the public. The meeting was held in the 

Village Hall Garden with all covid precautions in place. 

In the public issues section, Jo Van Reiemsdijk, of “Protect The Pelhams” 

campaign group, updated the Council on progress regarding BESS and Solar 

farm proposals in SP and the surrounding area. She has invited East Herts fire 

and rescue service to a meeting to discuss the dangers of battery plants (nb 

this has since taken place). 

She highlighted the dangers if these plants catch fire including the fact that it 

is extremely difficult to put them out and they let off poisonous gases plus 

the fact that Essex fire service were not aware of the existing plant near to 

the grid. A lengthy debate ensued with a number of issues discussed. 

In the Chairman’s update, Cllr Hutchins said a working party specifically for 

the solar and battery issues had been set up within the Council. 

The village hall will still not be let out for general events and will remain open 

exclusively for the preschool. 

The playground has opened and has proved a great success. Cllrs Balaam and 

Hutchins will carry out a basic weekly safety check and an annual professional 

one will be needed. The rabbit fence around the recreation ground had been 
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repaired and extended with a new pedestrian gate installed allowing easier 

access from the public footpath. A children’s obstacle course is planned for 

the nature trail 

Cllr Lucas reported that there was still sewage in the ditch to the rear of the 

recreation ground The Chairman will contact Clarion and District Cllr 

Williamson will consult with the Environmental Health Department. 

Highways: Cllr Horn said the overgrown hedge had still not been cut back. It 

was agreed to approach the residents in person rather than report to the East 

Herts. He has also requested a meeting with County Cllr McAndrew and 

District Cllr Williamson to discuss having a speed monitor deployed in the 

village.  

Planning: Cllr Lucas. The oaks still has light activity going on District Cllr 

Williamson will investigate. The planning application for the battery store was 

discussed previously and the Council’s opposition to it had been unanimously 

agreed now formally proposed by Cllr Berthoud and seconded by Cllr Balaam. 

Cllrs Lucas and Berthoud met with the Campaign for Rural England (CPRE) on 

July 15th along with members of other Parishes to discuss the battery and 

solar panel issues.  

The Cock Inn: A recent valuation of the pub came in higher than expected and 

M Hutchins and C Berthoud are not willing to purchase without additional 

interest from the action group or residents. More investors will be sought. 

Mike Hutchins Chair SPPC 

Website: www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/


 

17 

A120 Little Hadham Bypass & Flood Alleviation Scheme 

Following the opening of the Mill Mound Bridge, all major structures 

along the route are now completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mill Mound Bridge now carries the bridleway over the new A120 

Bypass, as well as providing local farm access.  

The public right of way had been closed for safety reasons during the 

construction work. Now that the bridge is open pedestrians, cyclists 

and horse riders no longer need to follow a long diversion route. The 

new bridge will also provide benefits to local wildlife, allowing animals 

such as deer to cross the A-road safely. 

Reinforced earth walls are continuing to develop to meet the top of the 

Hadham Park underpass, and both the Tilekin and Hadham Park 

roundabouts have been 

connected to the existing A120. 

Surfacing of the new route is in 

progress. 

The River Ash embankment is 

now up to full height and some 

planting has been carried out. 

Reservoirs are getting close to 

being operational and works 

have progressed on the Lloyd 

Taylor drain. 
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WEATHER REPORT FOR JULY 2021 

The temperature for July was much the same for most of the month, being 

just above or below 20c except for a few days in the second half of the month 

when it was considerably warmer reaching a maximum of 28c on the 18th. 

The hotter weather lasted for a week and then it was back to how it had been 

for the first half of the month. 

The rain fall generally was quite low. During the second half of the month, the 

UK as a whole was experiencing a lot of storms with several places having bad 

flash flooding most of which missed us, at times they were not far away at all. 

I have often noticed that heavy dark rain clouds pass to the north and the 

south of here, frequently not far away. A friend of mine named this the 

“Pelham Gap”. Well that seemed to be the case in July. But, on the 25th we 

had a storm which gave us 33.5mm in just 4 hours. That brought the total 

rainfall to 68.4mm, which according to my records we have been getting that 

amount quite often in previous July’s.  

Janet Birch  

 

HertsLynx - on-demand transport coming soon 
A new on-demand bus service is launching on the 19th September - HertsLynx 

– to serve villages in North and East Herts and fixed destinations in Key Hub 

Towns: Baldock; Bishop’s Stortford; Buntingford; Hitchin; Letchworth; 

Royston & Stevenage. The HertsLynx service is designed to improve 

connections between rural areas and town centres, as well as expand access 

to employment, education, healthcare, and shopping. 

There will be no fixed routes on this service, instead passengers will be able 

to be picked up and dropped off at a vast number of stops within the area 

covered. For more details, visit https://www.intalink.org.uk/hertslynx. 

https://www.intalink.org.uk/hertslynx
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PCSO Leon de Bruyn, part of the Herts Police 

Safer Neighbourhoods Team (SNT), has the 

following messages for the community. 

What 3 Words (W3W) app is a useful tool which the 

police use regularly to locate a specific area. It’s a phone app that provides a 

3-word code unique to your precise location, so they can find you e.g. in the 

event of an accident. It's free and does not require a Wi-Fi signal.  

Echo is the system that lets you provide feedback to Herts Police and can be 

found here https://bit.ly/police-eherts. All comments made are regularly 

reviewed and used to help determine local police priorities. However, some 

residents still use it as a method of reporting incidents and asking questions, 

which they are unable to reply to as the comments are only reported one 

way.  

As always, please continue to report all incidents through 101 or 999 (in an 

emergency) and not through Echo nor directly to the local Safer 

Neighbourhoods Team officers. They are always keen to help and offer advice 

and guidance but all incidents need to be reported via the police control 

room so that they can be properly recorded and investigated.  

PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and every 

three-by-three box contains 

the digits 1 to 9. Solve the 

puzzle by logic and reasoning 

alone – no maths involved!  
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Wordsearch 

Find the listed words in the grid. Words run in straight lines in any 

direction. The remaining letters in the grid, read from top to bottom, 

left to right, spell out a Jazz related answer. 

  



 

21 

August 2021 puzzle answers 

The word that  

could not 

be used was  

CURRANT 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY  

Hedges have long been a significant feature of our 

landscapes. They reduce erosion and offer shelter and 

forage for livestock and wildlife. Over the centuries, nuts, berries, and 

herbs from the hedgerows have provided food and natural remedies too.  

Woody material cut from pollarded hedgerow ash, elm and oak trees was 

once used as fuel or turned into useful objects.  

Hedges go back a long way: 

Roman farmers favoured a living 

hedge to mark out boundaries. 

Their value was recognised in 

1567 guidance from the court at 

Felsted: “Any persons breaking 

any hedge or stealing wood be put 

next Sunday or holiday in the 

stocks for 2 hours at the least”. 

Sloes, apples and rose hips in a hedgerow 

50% of hedges have been lost since the late 1940s as farmers enlarged 

fields so bigger machines could operate, with the occasional forlorn oak 

tree as a feint reminder of a lost hedge. The former layout of hedges in 

any parish can be seen in 19th century tithe maps; comparison with 

current aerial maps will demonstrate what has been lost. The consequent 

loss of habitat is often blamed for 

reduction in species and biodiversity. 

Today, hedges are again valued as 

wildlife corridors and as a way to lock 

up carbon. There are encouraging 

signs of new hedgerow planting, for 

example in Saffron Walden and 

beside the B1051 between Broxted 

and Thaxted.  

Gatekeeper butterfly on a blackberry bush 
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Fallow deer emerging from a hedgerow 

 

This summer, blackberry blossom has been much in evidence in the 

hedgerows so Autumn walkers may be in for a treat. Look out also for 

sloes that can be turned into delicious sloe gin. Many of our footpaths 

follow field edges beside hedgerows. If you are not yet familiar with the 

Society’s walk routes, please download one from our website – there are 

many to choose from and they range from 1 mile upwards.  

Tricia Moxey, Trustee www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/

